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Council on Aging                    
260 Ocean Grove Avenue                      Phone: (508) 676-1831 
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Board of Directors’ Meeting 

February 9, 2022 

 

Ms. Riley called the meeting to order at 3:32 PM.  Roll call was taken.   
 
Present:  Margaret Riley, Chair    Marita Gray 
   Wanda Peloquin    Cynthia Furtado 
   Bernadette Huck    Dorothea Maynard 
   Mary Anne Tuttle*    Laurie Pimentel, Director 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Approval of Minutes of December 8, 2021: Motion Ms. Gray to accept the minutes of 
December 8, 2021 as submitted. Second Ms. Furtado. Ms. Peloquin Abstained.  All in favor—passed by 
majority. 
 
Correspondence: none to report 
Announcements: Ms. Pimentel announced this year’s Senior Tax Work-off Program is now accepting 
applications. The application due date is 3/4/22.  Applications are available at the Council on Aging; Town Hall; 
and online.  Ms. Pimentel made the Board aware of an upcoming Open Meeting Law training opportunity.  
 
Senior Hunger Awareness & Advocacy: Ms. Riley commented the topic of Senior Hunger had been discussed 
in 2020.  She asked the Board Members to watch the documentary “Leftovers”, which can be found on 
YouTube.  Ms. Riley stated it was moving and informative.  She will continue researching senior hunger and 
available resources and provide updates to the Board. 
 
*Ms. Tuttle arrived at 3:40PM. 
Medicare Restrictions on Alzheimer’s Drug Aduhelm:  Ms. Riley discussed the significant increase in the 
Medicare B premium for 2022, was in part due to Medicare’s approval of an Alzheimer’s drug called Aduhelm.  
The Board discussed the Medicare premium hike factors.  Ms. Riley provided the Board Members with a 
newsprint article dated January 12, 2022– “Medicare Coverage Decision for the New Alzheimer’s Drug & Why 
it Matters”. 
 
Director’s Report 
New Business 
Council on Aging Budget Fiscal Year 2023:  Ms. Pimentel stated the budget has been presented to the 
Selectmen, and they have forwarded it to the Advisory & Finance Board.  She briefly reviewed the budget and 
a copy was provided to the Board.  
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Annual Reports:  Executive Office of Elder Affairs:   Ms. Pimentel announced this year’s Executive Office of 
Elder Affairs report format changed—it is referred to as an “on-line survey”.  The Annual EOEA has been 
completed and submitted on-line.  
 
Town of Swansea Annual Report:  Ms. Pimentel provided the Board with a copy of the Annual Town Report, 
which has been submitted to the Selectmen.  
 
COVID-19 
Test Kits:  Ms. Pimentel announced FREE test kits are being provided by the Federal Government. Individuals 
need to go on-line to order the kits.  She stated if there are seniors who are not capable or have no access to 
the internet, they can contact the COA and we will assist them with the on-line ordering process.  
 
N95 & KN95 Masks:  Ms. Pimentel discussed the CDC’s recent update on mask guidelines, and the Federal 
Government’s roll out of free N95 masks and test kits. The COA has been receiving numerous inquiries for 
both N95 masks and test kits.  She expressed her frustration with the inconsistencies; not all communities 
received a supply of N95 face mask or test kits.  She reached out to the Town’s Covid Task Force for assistance 
on the matter.  The Fire Chief provided the COA with N95 face masks to distribute to seniors.  The N95 masks 
were advertised on social media, and the COA has been distributing packs of four N95 masks to each person.  
 
Old Business 
Serving the Health Insurance Needs of Everyone (SHINE)—Update:  Ms. Pimentel reviewed the issues and 
challenges SHINE counselors experienced during Medicare’s Open Enrollment (OE).  She stated SHINE 
counselors attend an OE training each year.  This training has always provided SHINE counselors with up-to-
date information required for OE, including Medicare rates and deductibles.  This year’s OE consisted of 
insurance companies marketing their plans. Another issue this year was with Mass Health and the Federal 
Government’s Covid Emergency (FGCE) status.  Originally SHINE Counselors were told MH beneficiaries who 
were approved under the FGCE would not lose their benefits so long as the FGCE remained in place.  At the 
last SHINE meeting counselors were informed otherwise.  Ms. Pimentel expressed her frustration with the 
delays in releasing vital information SHINE counselors needed prior to OE as well as the accuracy of that 
information.   
 
Next Meeting Date:  March 9, 2022 
 
Motion Ms. Furtado to adjourn the meeting.  Second Ms. Maynard.  Motion accepted—the meeting was 
adjourned at 4:31PM. 
 
Document List: 

• Medicare Coverage Decision for the New Alzheimer’s Drug & Why it Matters (newsprint article) 

• Council on Aging Budget FY23 (pending approval) 

• Town of Swansea Annual Report (pending approval) 
 
Respectfully submitted,   

Julie Dallaire 
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